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17 June 1993

DELPHIC THE IIOMKLESS. Greater hope

all directions,

for

Washington DC

the homeless

seems to be coming from

as Se'cretary of Agriculture Mike Espy, Secretary of Housing

and Urban Development Henry Cisneros and Secretary of Health and Human Services
Donna E.

Shalala have all recently notified me of efforts to expand housing

and health services for the homeless.

More

than

600

homeless

or

inadequately housed

families

in

Texas

will

now have a chance to become homeowners under a U.S. Department of Agriculture
plan.

The plan allows

for homes held by USDA's Farmers Home Administration

to be offered to public bodies,
community-based
to

the

organizations,

families

based on

including housing authorities and non-profit
or

their

in

ability

will help nearly 2,000 other families
Oklahoma and Arkansas.

some

cases

to

pay.

for

FmHA

rent

directly

Along with Texas,

the plan

in eight states,

to

including Louisiana,

The families may apply to buy the house at any time

during the lease.

"This opens up opportunities for people who need a decent place to live,
and it eliminates the cost to the taxpayers of maintaining those empty houses,"
Espy said. "I've been a long-time advocate for allowing public housing tenants
to buy thei.r residences. Homeownershi~ fosters independence and pride."

Secretary Cisneros and Secretary Shalala recently heralded the creation
of ACCESS--Access to Community Care and Effective Services and Supports--which
make $17 million available for projects that will integrate fragmented services
so that homelessness can be fought head on. Focusing on caring for homeless
individuals

with

severe

mental

illnesses,

including

those

with

abuse disorders, ACCESS creates incentives to integrate federal,
and

voluntary

services.

Grants

given

through

ACCESS

will

substance

state, local

test

alternative

approaches to achieve this goal.

"The

last

uncoordinated
through

the

thing that home less people need to encounter are cumbersome,
bureaucracies,"

Shalala

complexities and deliver

said.

"ACCESS

services

is

an

attempt

to

cut

to the people who badly need

it. 1I

The
of

interdepartmental effort,

the Agricul ture,

provide funds

Labor,

which HUD and HHS

created with

the help

Education and Veterans Affairs departments,

wi 11

to states and communities. All state mental health authorities

are eligible to apply for funding, which will be awarded in September. "This
program

has

Cisneros.

"I

enormous
am

potential

particularly

to

serve

pleased

as

that

a

model

so many

for

the nation,"

different

said

components

of

our government collaborated to create it."
4F
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ESPANOL Ell ESPAllA! LEAJUl SPANISH III SPAIII! From
the
running
of the bulls in Pamplona to the Semana Santa holy week celebrations throughout
the country, Spain offers treasures for all who come to her door. And what
better way to experience a culture than to live there and learn its language?
The Spanish Embassy has notified me that registration will begin June 15
for summer Spanish language classes at the University Complutense of Madrid
in Spain. Designed for foreign students who want
to start or
improve
their study and
knowledge
of
Spanish,
instruction
will be given in beginning, elementary,
intermediate and advanced
levels.
APPRENDE

"General
Course
in
Spanish
Language
and
=s:;~~.,
Culture" begins July 2 and runs
through July 29 and is designed to initiate and develop
knowledge of Spanish and Spanish culture. The "Advanced Course in Spanish
language and Literature" also runs at the same time and is designed for
students with a good knowledge of Spanish, graduate students and teachers
of Spanish. It will also deal with themes in Spanish language and literature,
and Latin American Literature.
For more information about the courses, contact:
Secretaria de los Cursos
para Extranjeros. Facultad de Filosofia y Letras (Edificio ,A). Universidad
Complutense.
Ciudad
Universitaria.
28040 Madrid,
Spain.
Or
telephone:

(011-34-1) 394-5325.

il

II

IF

USDA PROMOTES HISPANIC EIlROLLHEIlT. It was with great pleasure that I was
able to witness Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy sign an agreement with Hispanic
Association of Colleges and Universities President Laudelina Martinez that
will increase Hispanic employment in the USDA for students from HACU
institutions.
Signed in the Federal Room of the Washington Hotel, the,
agreement will develop and establish a USDA Hispanic-Serving Institutions
Partners Program.

Others present at the ceremony included Assistant Secretaries Wardell
Townsend and Charles Hilty, as well as representatives from member colleges
of HACU.
HACU is made of 173 member colleges and universities who have shown
a commitment to encouraging Hispanic enrollment. All of the 123 full-members
of HACU have 25 percent or more enrollment at their institutions.
This agreement, signed on the same day as the 1993 Hispanic Acheivement
Awards at Union Station, of which I was honored to be a part, is just one
more positive step not only for Hispanics but all of us.

it

il

it

RKMEMBERIIlC RFK AND HIS LEGACY. A sea of flickering candles and solemn faces

paid tribute
Cemetery,
after his
Clinton,
eldest
from

to

the

legacy

of Robert F. Kennedy on June 5 at Arlington
remembering the man and his deeds 25 years
assassination. Speeches were given by President
Rep. Joseph P. Kennedy II, the slain leader's
son, Sen. Ted Kennedy and others. And excerpts
Kennedy' s speeches were read by all of his 10
surv1v1ng children, Attorney General Janet Reno
and Children's Defense Fund President Marian Wright
Edelman.

The crowd of 18,000 at the service included
civil rights leaders, government officials and Kennedy
associates, as well as many young people who are
inspired by Robert F. Kennedy today. Many stayed until
long after dark, pausing to stop by Kennedy's graveside.
Kennedy was 42 years old when he was assassinated in
Los Angeles on June 5, 1968, after winning the California
primary. At the time, he was a U.S.
senator from New
York and seemed destined to win the Democratic nomination.

"His promise," President Clinton said, "was that the
hands that reached out to him might someday reac.h out
to each other, "nd that together, those hands might make
America ail i.t COuld be."
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